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School Infrastructure and Support Mechanisms Tip Sheet:  
Cultural and Linguistic Relevance 

Cultural and linguistic relevance is the understanding and awareness of 
students’ cultural and linguistic background. Leadership and staff use this 
information when designing instruction and when selecting practices, 
assessments, and intervention programs for students.  

What Does Cultural and Linguistic Relevance Look Like at 
the School Level?  

• Staff understand and know the cultural and linguistic needs of their students.  
• Leadership outlines key information and factors to consider when selecting practices, assessments, and 

intervention programs for students. All staff can articulate the key information and factors.  
• Staff and school leadership meet with community members, parents, and students from different 

cultures to understand their perspectives and needs.  
• Staff disaggregate data by student group, including by language proficiency. Staff compare multilingual 

student progress monitoring data to benchmark and to true peers, and they consider multilingual 
students’ context when gathering and examining diagnostic data.  

Tips for Implementation 
• Use assessment practices that consider students’ 

primary language and English proficiency. 
• Identify programs and materials that consider students’ 

cultural background.  
• Allow for a variety of communication methods when 

engaging with families and the community.  
• Embed students’ cultural and linguistic background 

within the school community.  

Resources 
• Multi-Tiered System of Supports for Multilingual 

Learners: Using Cultural and Linguistically Aligned Practices  
• Building a Successful System: Student Belonging 
• Leveraging MTSS to Ensure Equitable Outcomes 
• MTSS for English Learners 
• Taxonomy of Intervention Intensity: Considerations for English Learners 
• PBIS Cultural Responsiveness Guide 
• Supporting English Learners with Intensive Needs 

 

 

INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES 
CONSIDERATIONS: 
• Core instruction includes English language 

development and support 

• Interventions include language scaffolds and 
prioritize programs with research with 
multilingual students 

• Adaptations for interventions consider 
individual needs for multilingual students 

https://intensiveintervention.org/sites/default/files/2024-01/mtss-culturally-responsive.pdf
https://intensiveintervention.org/sites/default/files/2024-01/mtss-culturally-responsive.pdf
https://promotingprogress.org/building-successful-system/student-belonging
https://mtss4success.org/sites/default/files/2021-07/MTSS_Equity_Brief.pdf
https://www.mtss4els.org/resources/briefs
https://intensiveintervention.org/resource/taxonomy-considerations-english-learners
https://mtss4success.org/resource/supporting-english-learners-intensive-needs

