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Tier 1: Considerations for Improving Tier 1 Instruction, Curriculum, and 
Environment  

A strong and comprehensive Tier 1 is an essential part of an 
effective multi-tiered system of supports (MTSS). By examining 
factors related to instruction, curriculum, and the environment, 
educators can evaluate and adjust the core to:  

• meet the needs of a wide range of learners, including 
students with disabilities,  

• prevent and/or address deficits that may require more 
intensive intervention, and 

• sustain healthy Tier 1 programing. 

Defining Instruction, Curriculum, and Environment  

 

 

 

  

Instruction: 
How we teach 

Curriculum: 
What we teach 

Environment: 
Context within we teach 

 
About This Tool: 

• Use this tool to consider strategies across instruction, curriculum, and environment for Tier 1.  
• This tool can be used by one teacher or as part of a grade-level or department-level team responsible 

for reviewing Tier 1.  
• Before adjusting the Tier 1 instruction, curriculum, or environment, review any relevant data (e.g., 

screening data, common formative assessments, fidelity information, and observation data) to better 
understand the needs of students.  
 

 
 

Need help with MTSS implementation? 
Contact us for personalized support! 

    
 

 

 

TIER 1 RESOURCES 
• Essential Features of Tier 1 
• How can teachers improve instruction for students 

with disabilities and all students at Tier 1? 
• Self-assessment of Classroom Management 

Practices 
• Infusing EBPs to Improve Middle School Math 

Instruction 

https://mtss4success.org/request-support
https://mtss4success.org/resource/tier-1-features
https://mtss4success.org/blog/how-can-teachers-improve-instruction-students-disabilities-and-all-students-tier-1
https://mtss4success.org/blog/how-can-teachers-improve-instruction-students-disabilities-and-all-students-tier-1
https://mtss4success.org/resource/self-assessment-classroom-management
https://mtss4success.org/resource/self-assessment-classroom-management
https://mtss4success.org/blog/infusing-ebps-middle-school-math-instruction
https://mtss4success.org/blog/infusing-ebps-middle-school-math-instruction


 

2 | CENTER ON MULTI-TIERED SYSTEM OF SUPPORTS | MTSS4SUCCESS.ORG   Considerations for Tier 1 

Tier 1: Considerations for Improving Instruction, Curriculum, and Environment 

Instruction (Is the instruction intense enough?) 

 Provide clear and explicit instructional sequences that include teacher modeling of skills followed by 
guided and independent practice (i.e., I do, we do, you do together, you do alone). 

 Scaffold complex concepts by teaching them in smaller, more manageable components.  

 Provide a high rate of opportunities to respond to students by varying their verbal, written, and 
action responses.  

 Use simple corrective feedback that also provides an opportunity to practice the skill accurately.  

 Use high-leverage practices matched to students’ needs and the skill being taught. 

 Activate background knowledge in students by reviewing previously taught concepts or asking 
probing questions before sharing new material.  

 Ensure the instruction and feedback matches students’ skill development in relation to the 
Instructional Hierarchy.  

 

Curriculum (Does the content target the right skill?) 

 Adjust materials to ensure they’re accessible, high-quality, and evidence-based. 

 Examine errors students make to determine their skill mastery. Adjust instruction to target the 
needed skills.  

 Use examples and non-examples that clearly juxtapose the skill or concept to ensure accurate 
understanding by students. 

 Supplement with additional programs, instructional technology, and/or materials to ensure 
foundational skill development.  

 Intentionally plan for and teach generalization of skills to other settings.  

 Curriculum addresses cognitive and metacognitive strategies so students self-monitor their learning. 
 

Environment (Is the context a positive learning environment?)  

 Explicitly teach and reinforce classroom expectations that outline general behaviors to be successful 
with the school and non-school setting.  

 Ensure a 5 to 1 ratio of positive feedback to redirects or corrections.  

 Organize the physical layout to minimize distractions and enhance collaboration. 

 Establish routines so students get their needs met quickly and complete required tasks efficiently.  

 Use high engagement strategies to maintain student interest. Vary who responds by providing 
individual, choral, and peer-to-peer responses 

 Uses appropriate strategies to promote student belonging and positive relationships.  

 

https://highleveragepractices.org/
https://mtss4success.org/resource/instructional-hierarchy

